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(54) IMethod of producing polyester powdery coating material 



(57) Disclosed is a method of producing a powdery 
coating material by using: 

a curable polyester resin (A) having a hydroxyl 
group and/or a carboxyl group at the terminals 
thereof, and further having a number average mo- 
lecular weight of from 1 ,000 to 30,000, a glass tran- 
sition temperature of from 30 to 1 0O^'C; 
a curing agent (B) which is solid at normal temper- 
ature and is capable of being reacted with the hy- 



droxyl group or the carboxyi group of the curable 
polyester resin (A); and 

a solvent (C) having a boiling point under normal 
pressure of from 50 to ISO'^C; 
a comprising a step of kneading the curable poly- 
ester resin (A), the curing agent (B) and the solvent 
(0) under condition in which at 50 to 1 30°C, not less 
than 20% by weight of the curing agent (B) is dis- 
solved in the solvent and, then, vapor-removing the 
solvent (C) under a reduced pressure. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 (Field of the Invention) 

[0001] The present invention relates to a method of producing a polyester powdery coating material comprising a 
curable polyester resin. 

10 (Description of the Related Art) 

[0002] Powdery coating materials do not generate volatile organic compounds during the baking, do not cause en- 
vironmental problems such as air pollution, and have, hence, been used In a wide field of applications to substitute for 
the solution coating materials. 

15 [0003] Such powdery coating materials are obtained by blending a curable resin with a curing agent, and can be 
represented by acrylic powdery coating materials using, as a curable resin, a curable acrylic resin having a glycldyl 
group or a hydroxyl group, polyester powdery coating materials using a curable polyester resin having a hydroxyl group 
or a carboxyl group, and epoxy powdery coating materials using an epoxy resin. As the curing agents for the acrylic 
powdery coating materials, there have been known an aliphatic dibasic acid, a blocked isocyanate, an uretdione and 

20 an amino compound. As the curing agents for the polyester powdery coating materials, there have been known a 
blocked Isocyanate, an uretdione, an amino compound, an epoxy compound and a giycidyi compound. As the curing 
agents for the epoxy powdery coating materials, there have been known a dicyanedlamide and an acid anhydride. 
[0004] The powdery coating materials have heretofore been produced by dry-mixing pigments and other additives 
for the coating materials in addition to the curable resin and curing agent, kneading and dispersing them by using a 

25 melt-kneader, pulverizing them and classifying them. 

[0005] In heating and melt-kneading the curable resin and the curing agent according to this method, however. It is 
necessary to suppress the crosslinking reaction between the curable resin and the curing agent. Therefore, limitation 
is imposed such as conducting the kneading within a short period of time and effecting the kneading at a temperature 
lower than the melting point or the softening point of the curing agent, making it difficult to homogeneously disperse 

30 the curing agent. Namely, with the powdery coating material in which the curing agent Is not homogeneously dispersed, 
the film fonned therefrom lacks appearance and, particularly, smoothness. Besides, the pigment Is poorly dispersed, 
and the powdery coating material makes It difficult to obtain a film that exhibits vividness, sharpness and gloss com- 
parable to those of liquid coating materials. 

[0006] In order to improve such problems, therefore, there have been proposed methods of mixing the starting ma- 
35 terials of the powdery coating material, such as a curable resin and a curing agent in a wet manner, i.e., in a solvent 
[Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokal) No. 25531/1979 (a), Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication 
(Kokal) No. 53729/1998 (b), Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokal) No. 302567/1999 (c), Japanese Unex- 
amined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 349859/1999 (d), Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokal) No. 
034426/2000 (e) and Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 103866/2000 (f)]. There have been dis- 
40 closed that these methods make it possible to highly homogeneously disperse the curable resin and the curing agent. 
[0007] However, the methods proposed by the above related arts (a), (d) and (e) are adapted to the acrylic powdery 
coating materials but cannot be adapted to the polyester powdery coating materials. That is, the polyester powdery 
coating materials use a resin and a curing agent different from those of the acrylic powdery coating materials and, 
hence, the solvents used by these related art cannot be readily used. Another reason is that the polyester powdery 
45 coating materials have properties that are basically different from the properties of the acrylic powdery coating materials 
in regard to weather resistance or chip resistance. 

[0008] Further, though the prior arts (b) and (c) are not particulariy specifying the kinds of the powdery coating ma- 
terials, what are concretely disclosed therein are acrylic powdery coating materials, and there is no concrete disclosure 
concerning the polyester powdery coating materials. In particular, the related art (b) discloses the use of acrylic resin 

50 solutions and curing agent solutions. These solutions, however, use different solvents. When these solvents are mixed 
together, therefore, the curing agent is often precipitated. Besides, the solutions are very lowly soluble in one another 
leaving a problem concerning the homogeneous dispersion of the curing agent. The related art (c) discloses an example 
of using a solvent which does dissolve the curing agent at all. in this case, too, a problem remains concerning the 
homogeneous dispersion of the curing agent. 

55 [0009] The related art (f) is concerned with a method of producing an acrylic powdery coating material and a polyester 
powdery coating material by spray-drying, using a solvent which dissolves both the curable resin and the curing agent. 
However, the curing agent or the pigment easily breeds out on the surface of the powdery coating material obtained 
by spray-drying, leaving a problem in regard to homogeneity In the crosslinked density and the additive, and a film 
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having a high degree of finish, appearance and properties is not still obtained. 

[0010] Besides, the methods disclosed In the above>mentioned related arts (a) to (f) still leave many problems such 
as the necessity of vessels for dissolving starting coating materials, mixing devices for mixing the solutions thereof, 
and a large vapor-removing/recovering apparatus for removing large amounts of the solvent. 

5 

SUMIVIARY OF THE INVENTION 

[001 1] It is an object of the present invention to provide a method of producing a polyester powdery coating material 
which exhibits excellent film appearance such as smoothness and gloss by solving the above-mentioned problems 

10 Inherent in the related art. 

[0012] The present inventors have conducted keen study concerning a method of producing polyester powdery coat- 
ing materials, have discovered the fact that a powdery coating material that gives a film featuring excellent smoothness 
and homogeneous colortone can be produced by continuously kneading a solvent and a starting material of a powdery 
coating material containing at least a curable polyester resin and a curing agent in a manner that not less than 20% 

IS of the cu ring agent that is used dissolves therein and, then, removing the solvent in the f omn of a vapor u nder a reduced 
pressure without the need of using a large apparatus for production. 

[0013] According to the present invention, there is provided a method of producing a powdery coating material by 
using: 

20 a curable polyester resin (A) having a hydroxy! group and/or a carboxyl group at the temninals thereof, and further 
having a number average molecular weight of from 1 ,000 to 30,000, a glass transition temperature of from 30 to 
100*»C; 

a curing agent (B) which is solid at nomrial temperature and is capable of being reacted with the hydroxy! group 
or the cartDoxyl group of the curable polyester resin (A); and 
25 a solvent (C) having a boiling point under normal pressure of from 50 to 130°C; 

said method comprising a step of kneading the curable polyester resin (A), the curing agent (B) and the solvent 
(C) under a temperature condition of from 50 to 130°C so that not less than 20% by weight of the curing agent (B) 
is dissolved in the solvent (C) and, then, removing the vapor of the solvent (0) under a reduced pressure. 

30 [0014] In the present invention, it is desired that the solvent (C) is used in an amount of from 10 to 1000 parts by 
weight per 1 00 parts by weight of the curing agent (B). 
[0015] According to the present invention, 

the step of kneading the curable polyester resin (A), the curing agent (B) and the solvent (C); and 
the step of removing the vapor of the solvent (C), can be continuously conducted by using a single kneading/ 
3s vapor-removing apparatus. 

[001 6] In this case, the kneading/vapor-removing apparatus may be a single-screw or twin-screw extruder or kneader 
having at least one vapor-removing port (vent). 
[0017] In the present invention, further, 

the apparatus used in the step of kneading the curable polyester resin (A), the curing agent (B) and the solvent 
40 (C); and 

the apparatus used in the step of removing the solvent (C), 
can be connected together in cascade to continuously execute the kneading and the removal of the vapor. 
[0018] in this case, the apparatus used In the step of kneading may be a singie-screw or twin-screw extruder, a 
single-screw or twin-screw kneader or an in-line mixer. Further, the apparatus used in the step of removing the vapor 
45 may be a single-screw or twin-screw extruder, or a single-screw or twin-screw kneader having at least one vapor- 
removing port (vent). 

[001 9] In the present invention, f urtherthe kneading can be effected by feeding an additive (D) forthe coating material 
into the step of kneading the curable polyester resin (A), the curing agent (B) and the solvent (0). The additive (D) 
used forthe coating material may be at least the one selected from a melt fluidity-adjusting agent, a degassing agent, 
50 a pinhole preventing agent, an ultraviolet absoriDer, an antioxidant, a curing catalyst, a plasticizer, a anti-blocking agent, 
a powder fluidity-imparting agent and a pigment. 

[0020] According to the present invention, a desired powdery coating material is obtained by pulverizing a mixture 
of the curing agent (B) and the curable polyester resin (A) which is obtained by removing the vapor of the solvent (C) 
therefrom. 

55 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] Figs. 1 to 4 are diagrams illustrating prefen^ed examples of the kneading/vapor-removing process employed 
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by the production method of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

5 Curable polyester resin (A): 

[0022] The curable polyester resin (A) that can be used in the present invention has a hydroxyi group and/or a 
carboxyl group at the tenninals, and these temiinal groups (hereinafter often called reactive groups) react with a curing 
agent (B) that will be described later to fonn a cured product. 
10 [0023] The above curable polyester resin (A) can be produced according to a known method. That is, the method 
of production is conducted through two steps; i.e., 

a step of forming an oligomer for obtaining a low polymer by the esterification reaction or the ester-exchange 
reaction of a polybasic acid or an acid component of an ester-fomning derivative thereof with an alcohol component of 
a polyhydric alcohol; and 

IS a step of fomiing a high-molecular material for obtaining a polyester resin of a desired molecular weight from the 

above low polymer. 

[0024] Depending upon the cases, there can be employed a three-step method Including a step of depolymerlzation 
for returning the molecular weight to a desired molecular weight after the step of forming a high-molecular material. 
[0025] Though not limited thereto only, the acid component may include aliphatic dicarboxylic acids such as succinic 

20 acid, gtutaric acid, adipic acid, pimelic acid, suberic acid, azeiaic acid, sebacic acid, dodecanedicarisoxylic acid, cy- 
clohexanedicarboxyiic acid, decanedicariaoxylic acid, nori3ornanedlcari3oxylic acid, tricyctodecanedicarboxyllc acid 
and pentacyclododecanedicarboxylic acid; aromatic dicarboxylic acids such as terephthaiic acid, isophthalic acid, 
phthallc acid, 2-methylterephthallc acid, naphthalenedlcarisoxylic acid, biphenyldlcarboxylic acid and tetralindicarbox- 
ylic acid; ester-fomning derivatives thereof (e.g., acid anhydride, acid chloride, ester); and oxycarisoxylic acids such as 

25 paraoxybenzoic acid, which may be used In a single kind or in a combination of two or more kinds. 

[0026] There is no particular limitation on the alcohol component, i.e., on the polyhydric alcohol, and Its examples 
include aliphatic diols such as ethylene glycol, diethylene glycol, 1 ,2-propanediol, 1,3-propanedioi, 2,2-dimethyl- 

1.3- propanediol, 1 ,2-butanedlol, 1 ,3-butenediol, 1 ,4-butenedlol, 2,3-butanedloi, 2-methyl-1 ,3-butanediol, 2-methyl- 

1.4- butanedioI, 2,3-dlmethyl-1 ,4-butanediol, 1,5-pentanedlol, 3-methyl-1,5-pentanediol, 2-methyl-1,3-pentanediol, 
30 2-methyl-1 ,4-pentanediol, 2-methyl-1 ,5-pentanedlol, 1 ,6-hexanedlol, 2-ethyl-1 ,3-hexanediol, neopentyl glycol, 1 ,8-oc- 

tanediol, 1 ,1 0-decanediol, 1 ,1 2-dodecanediol, 1 ,4-cyclohexanedioi, and 2-butene-1 ,4-diol; and aromatic diols such as 
hydroquinone resorcin. 

[0027] As the polyhydric alcohols exemplified above, there can be quoted glycerin, 2-methyl-1,2,3-propanetriol, 
2-methyi-1 ,2,3-butanetriol, 2-methyl-1 ,2,4-butanetrlol, 3-methyl-1,2,3-butanetriol, trimethylolpropane, trimethylo- 
35 lethane, 1 ,2,6-hexanetriol,penterythritol, polypropylene glycol, poiytetramethylene ether glycol, polyoxyalkylene glycol, 
polymer polyol, polyester polyol, polycaprolactone polyol, polycarbonate polyol, polybutadiene polyoi, acryi polyol, 
epoxy polyol and sucrose. 

[0028] The above-mentioned various polyhydric alcohols can be used either in one kind or in a combination of two 

or more kinds. 

40 [0029] The curable polyester resin (A) used In the present invention has a molecular chain tennlnal which chiefly 
comprises a carisoxyl group or a hydroxyi group. In order to obtain a polyester resin having a molecular terminal chain 
chiefly comprising a carboxyl group (hereinafter simply referred to as a polyester resin having a carisoxyi group at the 
tenninai). the acid component is used in an excess amount relative to the alcohol component. In order to obtain a 
polyester resin having a molecular terminal chain chiefly comprising a hydroxyi group (hereinafter simply referred to 

45 as a polyester resin having a hydroxyi group at the temiinal), the alcohol component is used in an excess amount 
relative to the acid component. 

[0030] In the present invention, the curable polyester resin (A) has a glass transition temperature of from 30 to 1 00°C 
and, preferably, from 40 to 80''C, and has a number average molecular weight of from 1 ,000 to 30,000 and, preferably, 
from 2,000 to 1 0,000, When the glass transition te.mperature is lower than the above range, the particles in the obtained 
so powdery coating material melt-adhere together to deteriorate antl-blocking property. When the glass transition tem- 
perature is higher than the above-mentioned range, the melt viscosity increases at the time of printing causing a de- 
crease not only in the finishing property but also In the blending of the rein, curing agent and solvent during the kneading, 
making it difficult to obtain a powdery coating material of a homogeneous composition. When the number average 
molecular weight is smaller than the above-mentioned range, the obtained powdery coating material exhibits poor anti- 
cs blocking property. When the number average molecular weight Is larger than the above-mentioned range, on the other 
hand, it becomes difficult to obtain a film having smooth appearance. 

[0031] In the present invention, the number average molecular weight is measured by the gel penneatlon chroma- 
tography (GPC). The sample is a tetrahydrpfuran solution in which the resin is dissolved In an amount of 0.3 parts per 
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1 00 parts by weight of the tetrahydrofuran, and is measured by the GPC, e.g., by the GPC, Model 8020, manufactured 
by Toso Co., and the number average molecular weight is calculated as polystyrene. 

[0032] Further, the glass transition temperature f*C) is measured by the DSC method (differential scanning calori- 
metric method, raising the temperature at a rateof 1 0^'C/min.), and a glass transition temperature (Tmg) at an interme- 

5 diate point is regarded to be the glass transition temperature (Tg). 

[0033] In the present Invention, it is desired that the curable polyester resin (A) having a hydroxy I group at the terminal 
has a hydroxyl group value In a range of from 10 to 130 mg KOH/g and, particularly, from 20 to 120 mg KOH/g, and 
that the curable polyester resin (A) having a carboxyl group at the terminal has an acid value In a range of from 10 to 
100 mn KOH/g and, particularly, from 20 to 80 mg KOH/g. When the hydroxyl group value and the add value are 

10 smaller than the above-mentioned ranges, the film fails to exhibit anti-fouling property to a sufficient degree. When the 
hydroxyl group value and the acid value are larger than the above-mentioned ranges, on the other hand, the film fails 
to exhibit weather resistance to a sufficient degree. 

Curing agent (B) 

15 

[0034] The curing agent (B) used In the present Invention reacts with the hydroxyl group or the carboxyl group at the 
tennlnal of the above-mentioned curable polyester resin (A). Therefore, a suitable curing agent (B) is used depending 
upon the kind of the terminal group of the polyester resin. 

[0035] When, for example, the curable polyester resin (A) has a hydroxyl group at the terminal, though there is no 
20 particular limitation, the curing agent (B) Is preferably an isocyanate compound such as aliphatic, alicycllc or aromatic 
polyisocyanate; a blocked Isocyanate compound obtained by blocking the polylsocyanate with a blocking agent such 
as phenols, caprolactams or alcohols; an uretdlone compound in which isocyanate groups are cyclized and blocked; 
an amino compound as represented by tetramethoxy glycolyl; or a cyanate compound as represented by 2,2-bis(4-cy- 
anatephenyl)propane. These compounds can be used in one kind or in a combination of two or more kinds. Among 
25 them, preferred examples are the blocked isocyanate compound, the uretdlone compound and amino compound. 
[0036] When the curable polyester resin (A) has a carboxyl group at the terminal, though there is no particular limi- 
tation, the curing agent (B) Is preferably an epoxy compound having an epoxy group of trig lycldyllsocyanu late or an 
epoxy resin, such as epichlorohydrln-blsphenol A, novolak or glycidyl ether; an acrylic resin containing a glycidyl group 
or a methylglycidyl group; or an amide compound as represented by p-hydroxyalkyiamide. These compounds can be 
30 used In one kind or in a combination of two or more kinds. 

[0037] The curing agent (B) is usually used In an amount of from 0.7 to 1 .3 equivalents per equivalent of the reactive 
groups (i.e., terminal hydroxyl groups .or carboxyl groups) In the curable polyester resin. 

Additives (D) for the coating material: 

35 

[0038] In the method of producing the powdery coating material of the present invention, there can be used, as 
required, known additives for the coating material, such as melt fluidity-adjusting agent, pinhole-preventing agent, 
ultraviolet ray absorber, antioxidant, curing catalyst, plasticlzer, anti-blocking agent, powder fluidity-imparting agent, 
defoaming agent and pigment in addition to the above-mentioned curable polyester resin (A) and the curing agent (B). 
^0 Though not limited thereto only, the pigment may be titanium oxide, phthalocyanine blue, phthalocyanine green, carbon 
black or iron oxide. 

[0039] The additives (D) for the coating material are used in such amounts as to exhibit predetermined functions 
without spoiling properties such as film-forming property of the powdery coating material. For example, the pigment is 
used in an amount of usually not larger than 200 parts by weight par 1 00 parts by weight of the curable polyester resin 
« (A). 

Solvents (C): 

[0040] The solvent (C) used for the method of producing the powdery coating material of the present invention is 
50 capable of dissolving at least not less than 20% by weight, preferably, not less than 30 % by weight more preferably, 
not less than 50 % by weight, most preferably, not teas than 70 % by weight of the curing agent (B) that Is used at the 
time of continuously kneading the mixture under a temperature condition of from 50 to ^30°C and can be removed as 
the vapor under a reduced pressure, in order to suppress the curing reaction between the curable polyester resin (A) 
and the curing agent (B) during the removal of the vapor after the kneading, the removal of the vapor is conducted 
S5 under a temperature condition which Is as low as possible. The solvent (0) used in the present invention has a boiling 
point under normal pressure of from 50 to ISO^'C. 

[0041] As the solvent (C) used in the present Invention, there can be exemplified aromatic hydrocarbons such as 
toluene and benzene; halogenated aliphatic hydrocartons such as dichloromethane, chloroform, tetrachloromethane, 
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1 ,2-dichloroethane, 1,1 ,1-trichloroethane, 1,1 ,2-trichloroethane, trichloroethylene, tetrachloroethylene and 1,2-dichlo- 
ropropane; aliphatic carboxylic acid esters such as methyl formate, ethyl formate, propyl formate, butyl formate, Isobutyl 
formate, pentyl formate, methyl acetate, ethyl acetate, propyl acetate, isopropyl acetate, butyl acetate, isobutyl acetate, 
sec-butyl acetate, methyl propionate, ethyl propionate, methyl butyrate, and ethyl butyrate; carbonic acid esters such 

5 as dimethyl carbonate and diethyl carbonate; cyclic ethers such as dioxane, tetrahydrofuran and tetrahydropyran; ether 
alcohols such as 2-methoxyethanol, 2-ethoxyethanol and 1-methoxy-2-propanoli alcohols such as methanol, ethanol, 
1 -propanol, 2-propanol, 1 -butanol, Isobutanol, 2-butanol, tert-butanol, 2-pentanol and 3-pentanol; and aliphatic ketones 
such as acetone, methyl ethyl ketone, 2-pentanone, 3-pentanone and methylisobutyl ketone, which may be used In a 
single kind or being mixed together In two or more kinds. 

10 [0042] The above-mentioned solvent (C) must dissolve at least not less than 20% by weight of the curing agent at 
the temperature of 50 to ^ZQ''C. Therefore, a suitable solvent (C) Is selected depending upon the kind of the curing 
agent that is used. 

[0043] When, for example, the curable polyester resin (A) having a hydroxyl group at the terminal is used, the curing 
agent (B) that is used Is the isocyanate compound, blocked isocyanate compound, uretdione compound, amino com- 
IS pound or cyanate compound as described above already. Among those described above, suitable solvents that dissolve 

the above curing agent (B) are as described below. 

[0044] For the blocked isocyanate compound, uretdione compound and amino compound, there can be preferably 
used aromatic hydrocarison, halogenated aliphatic hydrocarbon, aliphatic carisoxylic acid ester, carbonic acid ester, 
cyclic ether, ether alcohol, alcohol and aliphatic ketone. 

20 [0045] For the isocyanate compound and cyanate compound, there can be used aromatb hydrocarbon, halogenated 
aliphatic hydrocariDon, aliphatic cartDoxyilc acid ester, carbonic acid ester, cyclic ether and aliphatic ketone. 
[0046] When the curable polyester resin (A) having a cartDoxyl group at the terminal is used, the curing agent (B) 
that is used is the epoxy compound, acrylic resin containing a gtycidyl group or a methylglycidyl group or amide com- 
pound. Among those described above, suitable solvents that dissolve the above curing agent (B) are as described 

25 below. 

[0047] For the epoxy compound and acrylic resin, there can be used aromatic hydrocarbon, halogenated aliphatic 
hydrocarbon, aliphatic carboxylic acid ester, carbonic acid ester, cyclic ether and aliphatc ketone. 
[0048] For the amide compound, there can be used alcohol. 

[0049] The curable polyester resin (A) needs not be completely dissolved in the above-mentioned solvent (C). In 
30 order to homogeneously disperse the curable polyester (A) and curing agent (B) or additive (D) for the coating material, 
it is most desired to use the solvent (C) which favorably dissolves the curable polyester resin (A). As the above solvent 
(C), there can be exemplified aromatic hydrocarbon, halogenated aliphatic hydrocarison, aliphatic carisoxylic acid ester, 
cyclic ether and aliphatic ketone. Mixing/kneading: 

[0050] In the present invention, the above-mentioned curable acrylic resin (A), curing agent (B) and additive (D) 
3S which is, as required, used for the coating material, are continuously wet-mixed (kneaded) in the presence of the above- 
mentioned solvent (C) and, then, the solvent is continuously removed as the vapor under a reduced pressure. The 
continuous kneading and the removal of the vapor is conducted in atemperature range of from 50 to 1 30*^C to suppress 
the curing reaction between the resin (A) and the curing agent (B). 

[0051] In the present Invention, it is necessary that the above kneading is conducted in a state where at least not 
40 less than 20% by weight (preferably, not less than 30 % by weight, more preferably, not less than 50 % by weight, and 
most preferably, not less than 70 % by weight) of the curing agent (B) that is used is dissolved. That is, upon conducting 
the kneading in a state where not less than a predetermined amount of the curing agent (B) is dissolved, the curing 
agent (B) is more dispersed in the resin (A). The thus obtained powdery coating material enables the curing reaction 
to proceed homogeneously, and there is obtained a film featuring excellent surface smoothness and mechanical prop- 
45 erties. Further, the components such as pigment and the like that do not dissolve in the solvent, are favorably dispersed, 
and the film exhibits excellent sharpness and gloss. 

[0052] In the present Invention, therefore, the solvent (C) is used in an amount of from 10 to 1000 parts by weight, 

preferably, from 1 5 to 900 parts by weight and, more preferably, from 20 to 800 parts by weight per 1 00 parts by weight 
of the curing agent (B), so that not less than a predetermined amount of the curing agent (B) is dissolved. When the 

so amount of use of the solvent (C) is smaller than the above-mentioned range, it becomes difficult to dissolve not less 
than a predetemiined amount of the curing agent (B) that Is used, and the resin (A) and other components (particularly, 
the curing agent (B)) cannot be blended together to a sufficient degree. When the solvent (C) is used in an amount 
larger than the above-mentioried range, the resin (A) and the other component can be blended together to an increased 
degree resulting, however, in an increase in the burden for removing the solvent, requiring a large vapor-removing 

ss apparatus and giving disadvantage in economy. 

[0053] In the present invention, the above-mentioned kneading step and the vapor-removing step can be carried out 
in one stage by using a single continuously 

kneading/vapor-removing apparatus, or can be carried out in two stages by coupling together in cascade a continuous 
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kneader that continuously conducts the kneading and the vapor-removing apparatus that removes the vapor of the 
solvent volatilized due to a reduction in the pressure. 

[0054] The curable polyester resin (A), curing agent (B), and additive (D) used, as required, for the coating material 
can be separately thrown into the continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus or to the continuous kneading ap- 

5 paratus. They, however, may be mixed together in advance and may, then, be thrown. Before being thrown, though 
not being limited thereto, they can be mixed together by using the Henschel type mixer or the tumbler 
[0055] The solvent (C) can be directly side-fed to the continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus or to the con- 
tinuous kneading apparatus instead of being mixed to other components. By using the solvent (C), further, there can 
be prepared a solution of the curable polyester resin (A) or of the curing agent (B), and can be side-fed (here, the side- 

10 feed stands for that some of the components to be kneaded are fed into the apparatus for kneading through a separate 
throw port located downstream of the throw port which is communicated with a main feed line). 
[0056] When the kneading and the removal of the solvent are conducted in two stages as described above, the 
solvent (C) may be fed to the vapor-removing apparatus In the second stage so far as the solvent-removing apparatus 
has the kneading function. 

IS [0057] Further, the additive (D) used, as required, for the coating material may be mixed into the curable polyester 
resin (A) or into the curing agent (B) so as to be continuously kneaded. Or, it may be continuously kneaded being 
dissolved or dispersed in the solution of the curable polyester resin (A) or in the solution of the curing agent (B). 
[0058] In the present Invention, the above-mentioned continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus that executes 
the kneading and the removal of the vapor in one stage, is an apparatus such as a single-screw or twin-screw extruder 

20 or kneader which is equipped with hoppers for stably feeding the components into the apparatus, metering feeders 
and metering pumps for feeding the solvent and solution, and exhibits a kneading function and a vapor-removing 
function under a reduced pressure. 

[0059] As the single-screw extoider, there is used the one having a rotary shaft of the shape of a screw, or of the 
Torester type adapted to the kneading, of the Maddock type or of the torpedo type of a high shearing shape, and 
25 equipped with a known kneading portion of the notch type or the Du Image type. 

[0060] As the twin-screw extruder, there is preferably used the one equipped with a pair of screw shafts which rotate 
in the different directions or in the same direction and possess the kneading function. 

[0061] It is necessary that either extruder has at least one vapor- removing port for removing the volatile components 
and is capable of removing the vapor of the solvent (C) through the vapor-removing port under a reduced pressure. 

30 When the extruder has a plurality of vapor-removing ports (vent), in particular, the degrees of reduction in the pressure 
can be separately set in the respective devolatilizing zones (portions where the vapor-removing ports are provided). 
In the extruder of this structure, the degree of reduction in the pressure can be increased toward the downstream side 
in the direction of extrusion to produce excellent vapor-removing (devolatilizing) perfonnance, which is particularly 
desirable in the present Invention. When there are provided a plurality of vapor-removing ports, the solvent or the 

35 solution can be fed into any kneading zone, and can be fed from one place or from two or more places being divided 
from each other. 

[0062] The extruder which is particularly preferably used as the continuous kneadingA^apor-removing apparatus in 

the present invention can be represerited by, for example, TEM-37BS manufactured by Toshiba Kikai Co. 

[0063] it Is further desired that the kneader that can be used as the continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus 

40 is of a structure having at least one vapor-removing port, two stirrer shafts arranged in line in the transverse direction 
in the barrel, each shaft having a screw and a paddle. That is, the screw and the paddle are rotated in the same 
direction, so that the starting materials fed from an upper portion at one end of the ban'ei are fed into the kneading 
zone by the screws so as to be kneaded by the paddles in the kneading zone, and that the kneaded product is con- 
tinuously discharged from the lower portion, from the side surface or from the front portion on the other side of the 

45 barrel. The kneader having the above structure can be represented by SC processor or KRC kneader manufactured 
by Kurimoto Tekkosho Co. 

[0064] When used being coupled together in cascade, the continuous kneader and the vapor-removing apparatus 
are the above-mentioned single-screw or twin-screw extruders or kneaders. The in-line mixer can be used when the 

resin solution or dispersant and the curing agent solution or dispersant are to be mixed together When the above- 
50 mentioned extruder, kneader or in-line mixer is used as a continuous kneader, no vapor-removing port is necessary. 
In this case, further, the vapor-removing apparatus has the kneading function, and at least some of the above-mentioned 
solvent (C) can be thrown into the vapor-remoying apparatus. 

[0065] Accordingly to the present invention, the solvent is vaporized and is removed as the vapor thereof being 
heated under a reduced pressure in the vapor-removing apparatus until the concentration of the nonvolatile compe- 
ls nents becomes not lower than 98.5 % by weight and, preferably, not lower than 99.0 % by weight. When the concen- 
tration of the nonvolatile components becomes lower than the above value, the anti-blocking property may not be 
improved. 

[0066] As will be understood from the foregoing description, the continuous kneading and the removal of the volatile 
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compound can be conducted according to a variety of patterns depending upon the apparatus that is used. Figs. 1 to 
4 illustrate representative examples of the patterns. 

[0067] Figs. 1 to 4 illustrate examples of conducting the kneading and the removal of the vapor in one stage by using 
the continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus. For people skilled in the art, however, it will be very easy to replace 
5 the continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus by the above-mentioned continuous kneader and the vapor-re- 
moving apparatus which are coupled together in cascade. 

[0068] In the pattern shown in Fig. 1 , a resin solution is prepared by dissolving or dispersing the curable polyester 
resin (A) in the solvent (C) and, separately, a curing agent solution is prepared by dissolving or dispersing the curing 
agent (B) in the solvent (C). These solvents are fed to the continuous kneading/vapor-removIng apparatus to contin- 

10 uously conduct the kneading and the removal of the vapor through the vapor-removing port. These solvents may be 
fed through separate feed ports. Or, these solvents may be mixed together in advance by using an in-line mixer such 
as static mixer, and may then be fed. It is further allowable to dissolve or disperse the curable polyester resin (A) and 
the curing agent (B) In the solvent (C) by using the same dissolving vessel, and supply them to the continuous kneading/ 
vapor-removing apparatus. As described already, however, the kind and amount of the solvent (C) are so detenmined 

15 that at least 20% by weight of the curing agent (B) that is used is dissolved during the kneading. This quite holds true 
in the following patterns shown in Figs. 2 to 4. 

[0069] In the pattern shown in Fig. 2, the curable polyester resin (A) and the curing agent (8) are fed to the continuous 
kneading/vapor-removing apparatus through the same feed port, and the solvent (C) is side-fed to the continuous 
kneading/vapor-removing apparatus through another feed port, in order to continuously conduct the kneading in the 

20 presence of the solvent (C) and to remove the solvent through the vapor-removing port. 

[0070] In the pattern shown In Fig. 3, the curable polyester resin (A) is fed to the continuous kneading/vapor-removing 
apparatus, a curing agent solution or dispersant comprising the curing agent (B) and the solvent (C) is side-fed to the 
continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus through a feed port different from the feed port of the curable polyester 
resin (A) to continuously conduct the kneading, and the solvent is removed through the vapor-removing port. 

25 [0071] in the pattern shown in Fig. 4, the resin solution obtained by dissolving or dispersing the curable polyester 
resin (A) in the solvent (C) is fed to the continuous kneading/vapor-removing apparatus, and the curing agent (B) is 
fed through a separate feed port to continuously conduct the kneading and to remove the solvent through the vapor- 
removing port. 

r^[0072] In any of the patterns shown in Figs. 1 to 4, the additive such as pigment that is, as required, used for the 

39 coating material, is usually fed being mixed, in advance, into the curable polyester resin (A) or into the solution or 
/ dispersant of the curable polyester resin (A). The additive, however, may be fed being dissolved or dispersed in the 
^ — curing agent (B) or in the solution of the curing agent (B). 

[0073] The kneaded composition obtained by removing the solvent as described above is, as required, pulverized, 
classified into a predetemnined particle size and is used as a powdery coating material. 
35 [0074] In the thus obtained polyester powdery coating material, the curing agent (B) and the additive such as pigment 
used, as required, for the coating material are homogeneously dispersed in the curable polyester resin (A), in partbular, 
the curing agent is existing as fine particles, in the thus obtained powdery coating material, the curing reaction proceeds 
homogeneously making it possible to obtain a film that exhibits excellently smooth surface and mechanical properties. 
Due to the use of the solvent (C), further, the component such as pigment that does not dissolve in the solvent is 

40 favorably dispersed making it possible to obtain a film featuring excellent sharpness and gloss. 

EXAMPLES 

[0075] The invention will now be concretely described by way of Reference Examples, Examples and Comparative 
45 Examples to which only, however, the invention is in no way limited as a matter of course. 

[0076] Properties of the powdery coating materials were evaluated in a manner as described below. 

Concentration of nonvolatile components (% by weight): 

50 [0077] The powdery coating material in an amount of 2 g was dried at 140*C for 30 minutes, and the weight-holding 
factors (% by weight) were calculated before and after the drying. 

Particle diameter (^m): 

55 [0078] The volume average particle diameters of the powdery coating material are measured by using a laser dif- 
fraction scattering particle size distribution-measuring instrument, Model LA-91 0, manufactured by IHoriba Seisakusho 
Co. 
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Anti-blocking property: 

[0079] Tlie powdery coating nnaterial in an amount of 30 g was introduced into a cylindrical container of a diameter 
of 2 cm. and a mass of the powdery coating material after preserved at 40^*0 for 7 days was evaluated on the following 
5 basis. 

O - No mass or no aggregation is recognized In the powdery coating material. 

A Mass is recognized to some extent in the powdery coating material, which, however, is so weakly aggregated 
that it cannot be nipped by figers. 
10 X Mass is recognized In the powdery coating material but can be nipped. 

Film appearance (smoothness): 

[0080] The powdery coating material was electrostatically applied onto a steel plate treated with zinc phosphate, 
IS cured in an oven heated at 1 60<*C for 20 minutes, and the formed film was evaluated for its smoothness by eyes. 

O - Very smooth without dent or ruggedness. 

A -- Smoothness Is slightly poor containing dents and ruggedness. 

X - Smoothness is poor containing dents and ruggedness to a considerable degree. 

20 

Film thickness: 

[0081] The film thickness after being applied and cured, was measured by using LZ-300C manufactured by Kett 
Electric Laboratory Co. 

25 

Center line surface roughness Ra (JIS B0601): 

[0082] The surface of the film after being applied and cured was measured by using a probe-type surface roughness 
meter, SURFCOM, manufactured by Tokyo Seimitsu Co., and was expressed as an average value of ruggedness. Cut 
30 off was 0.8 mm. The smaller the value, the more smooth the film is. 

Gloss (SO**): 

[0083] The surface of the film after being applied and cured was measured for Its 60" mirror surface reflection factor 
35 (%) in compliance with JIS K5400, 7.6. 

Film sharpness: Appearance of the film was judged by eyes. 

O: Color tone Is homogeneous, and image representation is excellent. 
A: Color tone is slightly unhomogeneous, and Image representation is slightly poor. 
40 X: Image representation Is poor. 

Reference Example 1 (synthesis of a hydroxy! group-terminated curable polyester resin): 

[0084] 38 Parts by weight of a neopentyl glycol and 1 .5 parts by weight of a trimethylolpropane were fed into a reactor 
^ equipped with a thermometer, a stirrer, a reflux cooler, a nitrogen introduction port and a bottom drain pipe, and to 
which were further added 60.5 parts by weight of a terephthalic acid and 0.05 parts by weight of a dibutyltin oxide. The 
mixture was then stirred and heated up to 240**C over a period of 6 hours while removing the water. The polyconden- 
sation reaction was further continued at this temperature to obtain a polyester resin having a hydroxyl group value of 
34 mg KOH/g, a number average molecular weight of 3800 and a glass transition temperature Tg of 59°C. 
so [0085] The polyester resin was further coarsely pulverized by using a pulverizer and was used for Experiments 
appearing later. 

Reference Example 2 (synthesis of a carboxyl group-tennlnated curable polyester resin): 

S5 [0086] 35.0 Parts by weight of a neopentyl glycol, 1.9 parts by weight of a trimethylolpropane and 63.1 parts by 
weight of a terephthalic acid were fed into the same reactor as that of Reference Example 1 , and to which were further 
added 0.05 parts by weight of a dibutyltin oxide. The mixture was then stirred and heated up to 240° C over a period 
of 6 hours while removing the water. The polycondensation reaction was further continued at this temperature to obtain 
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a polyester resin having an acid value of 35 mg KOH/g. a number average molecular weight of 3700 and a glass 
transition temperature Tg of S7°C. 

[0087] The polyester resin was further coarsely pulverized by using a pulverizer and was used for Experiments 
appearing later. 

5 

Reference Example 3 (preparation of a sub-starting material): 

[0088] 2.0 Parts by weight of a melt fluidity-adjusting agent (MODAFLOW POWDER 2000 manufactured by Mon- 
santo Co.), 1 .0 part by weight of a degassing agent (benzoin), and 97.0 parts by weight of a pigment (titanium oxide) 
10 were added and blended to obtain a sub-starting mixture for preparing a powdery polyester coating material. 

(Example 1) 

[0089] 28.2 Parts by weight of the hydroxyl group-terminated polyester resin obtained in Reference Example 1 . 4.65 
15 parts by weight of a curing agent (VESTAGON B1530 manufactured by Hyulse Co., isophoronedilsocyanate adduct 
e-caprolactam block-isomer), 0.15 parts by weight of a curing catalyst (di-n-octyltin maleate) and 1 7.0 parts by weight 
of the sub-starting material of Reference Example 3, were dry-blended to obtain a starting mixture for preparing a 
powdery coating material. 

[0090] The above starting mixture for preparing the powdery coating material was fed through a starting material 
20 hopper of a three-vent twin-screw vapor-removing extmder, TEM-37BS (manufactured by Toshiba Kilcal Co.) of which 
the cylinder temperature was adjusted at IIO'^C and the screw rotational speed was adjusted to 170 rpm, and was 
extruded at a rate of 50 kg/h. 

[0091 ] At the same time, the starting material for preparing the powdery coating material was continuously kneaded 
while feeding ethyl acetate (solvent) into a first kneading zone downstream of the starting material hopper at a rate of 
25 4 kg/h by using a metering pump, and the volatile components were partly removed through a first vent adjusted at 53 
kPa on the downstream. Further, the kneading and the vapor-removing (the removal of the volatile components) were 
conducted through a second kneading zone, a second vent (6.7 kPa), a third kneading zone and a third bent (0.67 
kPa) to obtain a kneaded composition. 

[0092] The kneaded composition was pulverized by using a shock-type pulverizer and was further classified to obtain 
30 a powdery coating material having an average particle diameter of 25 ^m. (In the above kneading composition, 1 00% 
by weight of curing agent was dissolved in the solvent.) 

[0093] The thus obtained powdery coating material was electrostatically applied onto a steel plate treated with zinc 
phosphate and was cu red in an oven heated at 1 80'*C for 20 minutes to fonm a film. The thus fonned film was evaluated 
for its properties. Table 1 shows the results. 

35 

(Example 2) 

[0094] 1 5.0 Parts by weight of the sub-starting material of Reference Example 3 was added to 25.0 parts by weight 
of the hydroxyl group-tenninated polyester resin obtained in Reference Example 1 and was dry-blended to obtain a 
<o starting resin material. 

[0095] Further, 3.98 parts by weight of an Isophoronedilsocyanate adduct uretdlone-coupled block-isomer (curing 
agent: VESTAGON BF1540) and 0.35 parts by weight of a curing catalyst (dl-n-octyltin maleate) were added to 3.98 
parts by weight of acetone (solvent) to prepare a curing agent solution heated at S&'C. 

[0096] The above curing agent solution was side-fed to the extruder at a rate of 6.3 kg/h while continuously extruding 
45 the starting resin material prepared above under the same conditions as those of Example 1 at a rate of 40 kg/h, to 
continuously conduct the kneading and the vapor-removing thereby to obtain a kneaded composition. The kneaded 
composition was treated In the same manner as in Example 1 to obtain a powdery coating material. Table 1 shows the 
evaluated results of the properties of the powdery coating material and of the film. (In the above kneading composition, 
1 00% by weight of curing agent was dissolved in the solvent.) 

50 

(Example 3) 

[0097] 25.2 Parts by weight of the hydroxyl group-temiinated polyester resin obtained in Reference Example 1 and 
1 0.8 parts by weight of methyl ethyl ketone as a solvent were mixed and heated to prepare a resin solution heated at 

55 BO^C. 

[0098] Further, 4.1 8 parts by weight of a curing agent (VESTAGON 81530), 15.28 parts by weight of the sub-starting 
material of Reference Example 3, and 0.14 parts by weight of a curing catalyst (di-n-octyltin maleate) were dry-blended 
to prepare a starting material of the curing agent. 
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[0099] The resin solution was fed into the extruder at a rate of 36 kg/h by using a metering pump under the same 
conditions as in Example 1 but setting the temperature condition for the extruder to be 1 20°C and, then, the starting 
material for the curing agent was fed to the extruder using a screw-type metering feeder at a rate of 19.6 l<g/h to 
continue the kneading and the vapor-removing. (In the above kneading composition, 1 00 % by weight of curing agent 
5 was dissolved in the solvent.) 

[0100] The obtained kneaded composition was treated in the same manner as in Example 1 to obtain a powdery 
coating material. Table 1 shows the evaluated results of the properties of the powdery coating material and of the film. 

(Example 4) 

10 

[0101] 25.4 Parts by weight of the hydroxy! group-temiinated polyester resin obtained in Reference Example 1 , 10.9 
parts by weight of acetone (solvent) and 1 5.3 parts by weight of the sub-starting material of Reference Example 3 were 
mixed and heated to prepare a resin-pigment mixed solution heated at 56°C. 

[0102] Further, 4.16 parts by weight of a curing agent (VESTAGON B1530), 0.14 parts by weight of a curing catalyst 
15 (di-n-octyltin maleate) and 4.36 parts by weight of acetone were mixed and heated to prepare a curing agent solution 
heated at se^'C. 

[0103] The resin-pigment mixed solution was fed into the extruder at a rate of 52 kg/h and the curing agent solution 
was fed thereto at a rate of 8.6 kg/h under the same conditions as in Example 1 to continue the kneading and the 
vapor-removing thereby to obtain a kneaded composition. The kneaded composition was treated in the same manner 
20 as in Example 1 to obtain a powdery coating material. (In the above kneading composition, 1 00 % by weight of curing 
agent was dissolved in the solvent.) 

[0104] Table 1 shows the evaluated results of the properties of the powdery coating material and of the film. 
(Example 5) 

25 

[0105] A powdery coating material was prepared by conducting the kneading and the vapor-removIng by the same 

method as that of Example 1 but using a tetrahydrofuran as the solvent. 

[0106] Table 1 shows the evaluated results of the powdery coating material and of the film. 

[0107] (In the above kneading composition, 100 % by weight of curing agent was dissolved in the solvent.) 

30 

(Example 6) 

[0108] 21.1 Parts by weight of the sub-starting material of Reference Example 3 were added to 38.9 parts by weight 
of the cart3oxyl group-terminated polyester resin obtained in Reference Example 2 and was dry-blended to prepare a 
35 starting resin. 

[0109] Further, 2.01 parts by weight of a p-hydroxyalkylamide (curing agent, Primid XL-522, manufactured by 
EMS-ChemIe Co.) were added to 6.03 parts by weight of methanol heated at 64''C and were substantially dissolved 

therein to prepare a curing agent solution. 

[01 10] The above curing agent solution was side-fed to the extruder at a rate of 8.04 kg/h while continuously extruding 
40 the starting resin material prepared above under the same conditions as those of Example 2 at a rate of 60.0 kg/h, to 
continuously conduct the kneading and the vapor-removing thereby to obtain a powdery coating material. Table 1 
shows the evaluated results of the powdery coating material and of the film. 

[01 11] (In the above kneading composition, 1 00 % by weight of curing agent was dissolved in the solvent.) 
45 (Example?) 

[01 12] 24.8 Parts by weight of the cartaoxyl group-tenninated polyester resin obtained in Reference Example 2,11.7 
parts by weight of the epoxy resin (curing agent, Epikote #1 003F, epoxy equivalent of 750 eq/g, manufactured by Japan 
Epoxy Resin Co.), 0,1 part by weight of a cuing catalyst (Curezol CilZ, manufactured by Shikoku Kasel Kogyo Co,) 
50 and 1 3.4 parts by weight of the sub-starting material of Reference Example 3, were dry-blended to prepare a starting 
mixture for producing a powdery coating material. 

[01 1 3] The starting mixture was fed to the extruder at a rate of 50 kg/h under the same conditions as those of Example 
1 while side-feeding ethyl acetate (solvent) at a rate of 20 kg/h to continue the kneading and the vapor-removing, 
thereby to prepare a powdery coating material in the same manner as In Example 1 . 
55 [0114] (In the above kneading composition, 100 % by weight of curing agent was dissolved In the solvent.) 
[01 15] Table 1 shows the evaluated results of the powdery coating material and of the film. 
(Side-feeding a small amount of methanol with the same starting composition as that of Example 6) 
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(Example 8) 

[0116] 38.9 Parts by weight of the carboxyl group-terminated polyester resin obtained in Reference Example 2, 2.01 
parts by weight of a curing agent (Primid XL-522 manufactured by EMS-Chemie Co.), and 21 .1 parts by weight of the 
5 sub-starting material of Reference Example 2 were dry-blended to obtain a starting mixture for the powdery coating 

material. 

[0117] The starting mixture for the powdery coating material was fed into the starting material hopper of the three- 
vent twin-screw vapor-removing extruder TEM-37BS (manufactured by Toshiba Kikal Co.) adjusted at a cylinder tem- 
perature of 110<*C and a screw rotational speed of 170 rpm, and was extruder at a rate of 62 kg/h. 

10 [0118] At the same time, the starting material for the powdery coating material was continuously kneaded while 
feeding methanol at a rate of 1 kg/h by using a metering pump into the first kneading zone downstream of the starting 
material hopper, and the volatile components were partly removed through the first vent adjusted at 53 kPa on the 
downstream side. The kneading and the vapor-removing were further continued through the second kneading zone, 
second vent (6.7 kPa) and the third kneading zone, third vent (0.67 kPa) to obtain a kneaded composition. The kneaded 

IS composition was treated in the same manner as in Example 1 to obtaina powdery coating material. Table 1 shows the 
evaluated results of properties of the powdery coating material and of a film thereof. 

[0119] It was confirmed that 33 % by weight of the curing agent had been dissolved under the above composition. 
(Comparative Example 1) 

20 

[0120] A powdery coating material was prepared In the same manner as in Example 1 but without using ethyl acetate, 
and was evaluated. Table 2 shows the results. 

[01 21 ] The film obtained from this powdery coating material exhibited poor smoothness and poor properties. 

25 (Comparative Example 2) 

[01 22] A powdery coating material was prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 but side-feeding ethyl acetate 
at a rate of 60 kg/h. The powdery coating material and a film thereof were evaluated for their properties. Table 2 shows 
the results. 

30 [01 23] The solvent was not completely removed from the extruder, and the blocking properties and the film properties 
were poor. 

[0124] (In the above kneading composition, 1 00 % by weight of curing agent was dissolved in the solvent.) 

(Comparative Example 3) 

35 

[0125] A powdery coating material was prepared in the same manner as in Example 1 but using a hexane as the 
solvent that was side-fed. The powdery coating material and a film thereof were evaluated for their properties. Table 
2 shows the results. 

[01 26] The film exhibited poor smoothness and poor properties. 
40 [0127] (In the above kneading composition, smallerthan 1 % by weight of curing agent was dissolved in the solvent. 
Namely, no curing agent was dissolved.) 

(Comparative Example 4) 

45 [0128] A powdery coating material was prepared In the same manner as in Example 4 but using a xylene as the 
solvent. The powdery coating material and a film thereof were evaluated for their properties. Table 2 shows the results, 
[01 29] Though 1 00 % by weight of curing agent was dissolved in the solvent, the solvent was not completely removed 
from the extruder, and the blocking properties and the film properties were poor. 

50 



55 
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Claims 

1 . A method of producing a powdery coating material by using: 

55 

a curable polyester resin (A) having a hydroxyl group and/or a carboxyl group at the temiinals thereof, and 
further having a number average molecular weight of from 1 ,000 to 30,000 and a glass transition temperature 
of from 30 to lOO^C; 
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a curing agent (B) which is solid at normal temperature and is capable of being reacted with said hydroxyl or 
carboxyl group; and 

a solvent (C) having a boiling point, under normal pressure, of from 50 to 130'C; 
said method comprising: 

5 

(a) kneading at 50 to 1 SO^'C resin (A), agent (B) and solvent (C) such that at least 20% by weight of agent 
(B) Is dissolved in solvent (C); and 

(b) removing solvent (C) under a reduced pressure. 

10 2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein resin (A) has a number average molecular weight from 2,000 to 1 0,000 
and a glass transition temperature of from 40 to 80°C. 

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein resin (A) has a hydroxyl group value of from 10 to 130 mg KOH/g. 

15 4. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein resin (A) has an acid value of from 1 0 to 1 00 mg KOH/g. 

5. A method according to claim 3, wherein agent (B) comprises at least one of isocyanate compounds, blocked 
isocyanate compounds, uretdione compounds, an amino compounds and cyanate compounds, and reacts with 
said hydroxyl group. 

20 

6. A method according to claim 4, wherein agent (B) comprises at least one of epoxy compounds, acrylic resins 
having a glycldyl group or a methyl glycidyi group, and amide compounds. 

7. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein agent (B) is used in an amount of from 0.7 to 1 .3 equivalents 
25 per equivalent of said hydroxyl and/or carboxyl groups. 

8. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein solvent (C) is used In an amount of from 1 0 to 1 000 parts by 
weight per 100 parts by weight of agent (B). 

30 9. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein agent (B) comprises at least one of a blocked isocyanate, 
an uretdione compound and an amino compound, and solvent (C) comprises at least one of aromatic hydrocarbons, 
halogenated aliphatic hydrocarbons, aliphatic carboxylic acid esters, carbonic add esters, cyclte ethers, ether 
alcohols, alcohols and aliphatic ketones. 

35 10. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein agent (B) comprises a cyanate compound, and solvent (C) 
comprises at least one of aromatic hydrocarbons, halogenated aliphatic hydrocarbons, aliphatic carboxylic acid 
esters, carbonic acid esters, cyclic ethers and aliphatic ketones. 

11. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein agent (B) comprises at least one of an epoxy compound and 
40 an acrylic resin having a glycidyi group or a methylglycidyl group, and solvent (C) comprises at least one of aromatic 

hydrocarbons, halogenated aliphatic hydrocarbons, aliphatic carboxylic acid esters, carbonic acid esters, cyclic 
ethers and aliphatic ketones. 

12. A method according to claim 6, wherein curing agent (B) comprises an amide compound and solvent (C) comprises 
^ an alcohol. 

13. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein step (a) and step (b) are continuously executed by using a 
single kneading/vapor-removIng apparatus. 

50 14. A method according to claim 13, wherein the kneading/vapor-removing apparatus comprises a single-screw or 
twin-screw extruder or kneader having at least one vapor-removing port. 

15. A method according to any of claims 1 to 12, wherein the apparatus used in step (a) and the apparatus used in 
step (b) are coupled together in cascade to execute continuously those steps. 



55 



16. A method according to claim 15, wherein the apparatus used in step (a) comprises a single-screw or twin-screw 
extruder, a single-screw or twin-screw kneader, or an in-line mixer. 



15 



5/15/06, EAST Version: 2.0.3.0 



EP1253 174A1 



10 



17. A method according to claim 15 or 16, wherein the apparatus used in step (b) comprises a single-screw or twin- 
screw extruder, or a single-screw or twin-screw kneader having at least one vapor- removing port. 

18. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein an additive (D) for the coating material is fed to the in step 
(a) to the resin (A), agent (B) and solvent (C). 

19. A method according to claim 18, wherein additive (D) comprises at least one of a melt fluidity-adjusting agent, a 
degassing agent, a pinhole-preventing agent, an ultraviolet ray absorber, an antioxidant, a curing catalyst, a plas- 
ticizer, an anti-blocking improver, a powder fluidity-imparting agent and a pigment. 

20. A method according to any preceding claim, which additionally comprise (C) pulverizing a mixture of agent (B) and 
resin (A) resulting from step (b). 

21. A coated substrate which comprises: 

15 

(a) a substrate; and 

(b) a coating thereon comprising a cured coating material, the coating material being produced by a method 
according to any preceding claim. 
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